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424, was probably some kind of federal council,1 the political
sentiments of which were certainly democratic, and which was
the first expression of the collective life of TO KOWOV OerraAwy.
As a primary assembly could not have permanently represented
the interests of such an area as Thessaly, the council must
have been composed of delegates from the states; and this
unknown Thessalian synod furnishes the earliest instance of
political representation on a large scale in Greece. But the
new government was as powerless as the late monarchy had
been to control the dynastic influence which guided the
politics of the separate towns and introduced the disorder arid
confusion which we have elsewhere traced.2 The rule of the
feudal nobility continued until the close of the Peloponneslan
War, when unity was sought by the new method of a partial
revival of the monarchical power. This was represented by
the office of rayos, which, like the Roman dictatorship, was a
temporary resumption of the military authority of the early
kings for the purpose of uniting the independent states of
Thessaly for some common purpose. The tagus was apparently
elected by a majority of the states, and the whole military force
of the country was placed under his command ; while the subject
tribes of Perrhaebi, Magnetes, and Achaeans, which seem
ordinarily to have been dependent on particular towns,3 were
brought under the control of the new government, to which
they paid tribute and furnished contingents.4 An attempt had
been made by Lycophron of Pherae to secure this position in
404, but his violent efforts to unite the whole of Thessaly
under his sway gained no constitutional recognition; he died a
" tyrant," and his successor Jason, whose position was recognised
in 375, was the first and last tagus of united Thessaly.5 His
assassination five years later brought the government to a
close; none of his successors was able to maintain the con-
stitutional hegemony, and the attempt of one of them, Alexander
of Pherae, at regaining it again called into existence a federal
government of a republican type. Only the executive officials
of this government are known ; they show that, for the purposes
of organisation, the four rt-rpaSes of Thessaliotis, Pelasgiotis,

1  Time. i. 102 ; ii. 22  ; iv. 78 (rb         3 Thus the Perrhaeln were dependent
TT&VTWV KOIVOV}.    Yet in 454 mention      on Larisa (Strabo p. 440).

is made of a son of a "King of the         4 Xen. Hell. vi. 1, 8-12.

Thessalians" (Time. i. 111).                         5 ib. ii. 3, 4, vi. 1, 18 ;  Diod. xiv,

2  p. 64.                                               82, xv. GO.